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The International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) was founded in 1900, inspired by 

the visionary ideals of Universal Brotherhood proclaimed by Swami Vivekananda at the 

historic World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. His powerful message called upon 

people of all faiths to transcend their differences and come together in mutual respect and 

harmony. This foundational vision continues to guide the IARF in its mission to foster 

interfaith dialogue and global peace. The India Chapter of IARF has been active for the past 

45 years, with the early support of pioneering organizations such as the Brahmo Samaj, 

Ramakrishna Mission, Catholic communities, and Unitarian fellowships. Over the years, we 

have expanded our reach across the country and successfully hosted several World 

Congresses, including in Bangalore and Cochin.

India, with its rich tapestry of languages, religions, castes, and cultures, presents both a 

unique opportunity and a complex challenge for fostering harmony. While diversity is our 

strength, it also brings occasional conflicts of interest that threaten the very fabric of 

Universal Brotherhood envisioned by Swami Vivekananda. In recent times, we have 

witnessed growing tensions fuelled by both external and internal political forces, as well as 

anti-social elements with vested interests. These challenges undermine peace and 

communal harmony. Now, more than ever, we must reaffirm our commitment to the values 

of brotherhood, compassion, and unity.

The IARF believes that peace cannot be enforced it must be cultivated. Through dialogue, 

education, and collaboration, we aim to eliminate violence, resolve conflicts, and resist the 

forces of division and corruption. Brotherhood remains our strongest defence against 

hatred and our greatest hope for a peaceful and inclusive society. We call upon all 

individuals and organizations committed to peace, justice, and human dignity to join 

hands with us. Let us work together to build not only a harmonious nation, but a world where 

religious freedom, mutual respect, and universal brotherhood prevail.
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 Junior Brothers 



Praying Across Borders: Spiritual Encounters in Interreligious Dialogue





Solidarity beyond Individual Identity

Views on IARF – Youth Corner

In this soil, faith blooms like wild jasmine, each flower unique, yet fragrant together. The 

mosque's azan, the temple's conch, the church's bell—three breaths woven into one prayer. 

People cross thresholds with barefoot reverence, carrying love more than labels. A candle, a 

garland, a whispered verse; all rise like incense, their smoke mingling, never asking which god it 

belongs to.



Inter-religion freedom is not tolerance but true respect. A space where every soul's faith is 

equally perfect. It is the melody where many voices sing one song, proving that diversity makes 

humanity strong.

Religious freedom guarantees the right to hold personal beliefs, openly express them, engage 

in religious practices and share them with others. It includes the freedom to manage religious 

affairs, freedom from religious taxation and limits on religious instruction in certain 

educational institutions. The right fosters societal tolerance and stability by allowing religious 

growth. It is a fundamental human right crucial for a diverse society allowing individuals to 

practice their faith, but this right is not absolute and is subject to reasonable restrictions for 

public order, safety, and the rights of others.

I don't believe God exists; Though i believe there is something more powerful than humans. 

Humans give faces to that power and do prayers because that power looks familiar to their 

hearts. Not every humans look alike; Likewise not every human's perspectives are same; And 

also the perspectives can change at anytime.

UpcomingUpcomingUpcoming

September 3, 2025  –  Conference for College Students, Tirunelveli

September 3, 2025  –  Executive Meet, Tirunelveli

September 27, 2025 –  Conference for College Students, Bangalore, Karnataka

September 28, 2025  –  Executive Meet, Bangalore

November 8, 2025  –  Conference for College Students, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

December 3, 2025  –  Conference for Adults, Tirunelveli

December 8, 2025  –  Conference, Kottayam, Kerala

February 12, 2026  –  Conference for College Students, Hyderabad, Telangana

March 4, 2026  –  Conference for College Students, Chennai, Tamil Nadu



A Journey Towards Unity & Harmony

CAUSSANNAL  PROVINCIALATE
st 

Papanasam - 21 July 2024



ISAKKI RESORT
th

Courtalam - 11  October 2024



 ST JOSEPH'S COLLEGE
rdTrichy - 23  November 2024



 KINGSLEY MEDICAL ACADEMY
th

Mahabalipuram - 7  February 2025

MEGHALAYA
th th

14  - 16  February 2025
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