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METHODOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN DOCUMENTING RELIGIOUS

CHANGE WHEN CHANGE IS DENIED: SVAMI VIVEKANANDA'S

EARLY YEARS

When is the historian justified in claiming religious change?

When the historian studies a religious group which denies signifi

cant religious change not only in that group's development but also

in the life and teachings of its founders, what problems are encoun-

tered in documenting that change? Or perhaps more abstractly, is

the matrix of history with its notions of change, growth, and/or de-
ey<- / v - -

velopment antithetical to the Hindu saint or those involved in produc

ing hagiographies about the saints ?

This maze of theoretical questions can be negotiated by care

ful attention to at least three methodological concerns as they relate

to the problem of documenting religious change. These will be

treated successively using as a focus the early period (1863-1885)

of Svami Vivekananda in a particular hagiography in comparison

with extant historical evidence. The three methodological con

cerns chosen to illustrate the complexity of documenting religious

change are (1) the probability of the historical event (problem of

historicity), (2) the probability of psychological or spiritual de

velopment (problem of psychological crises), and (3) the








































