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Intemational Association for Religious Freedom. Japan Chapter

IARF Japan Chapter

Our Activities and Principles
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Japanese Traditional View of Interfaith
The Seven Deities of Good Fortune in the Treasure Ship
The Deities of India, China and Japan ride together
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We, IARF Japan Chapter, made two proposals envisaging our future at the 2010
IARF Congress in India and the 2014 Congress in Birmingham. The first is to
strengthen and promote the international interfaith activities at the grassroots level
initiated by individuals. The second is to promote mutual exchange between
chapters in different countries. As our first step, we, and institutions, immediately,
fulfilled our proposal by visiting chapter members in the United States in October,
2011.

Address: 2-1-17-102 Hon-Amanuma, Suginami-Ku, Tokyo Japan 167-0031

Contact Person: Rev. Norio Sakai, President of IARF Japan Chapter
Email: estunoyu17@yahoo.co.jp
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Mutual Exchange with US Chapter members
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In October 2011, IARF Japan chapter members visited Washington D.C., All Souls Church,
along with Massachusetts, Universalist Memorial Church, UUA Headquarters, UU Church
Beverly, Unitarian Memorial Church and John Manjiro Memorial Hall for leaming and
networking. During this trip, one of our group, a Hibakusha, survivor of the atomic bombing
spoke about her experiences. Japanese participants also saw paintings sent by Japanese
children in Hiroshima to All Souls Church right after WWII.
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In August 2014, Mr. Katsuya Mitsuguchi, IARF Japan Chapter member, met with Rev. Glen
Kila during the IARF Congress in England and in March 2015, when he and his wife
travelled to Hawaii, they reunited with Rev.Glen Kila. He guided them to the sacred sites of
Hawaiian native people and explained his hopes to communicate with Ainu, native people
in Hokkaido, Japan. Two years later, in September 2017, his wish was realized at the
Grassroots Summit organized by IARF Japan Chapter.
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The Grassroots Summit in Hokkaido
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From September 26 through 28 in 2017, “The Grassroots Summit’ was held in
Sapporo and Shiraoi, Hokkaido. This was designed as study and preparation for
IARF 2018 Congress and developing friendships among members. The theme
was “Learning about the life and culture of both the Ainu and the faith culture of
native people in Hawaii through mutual exchanges.” Rev. Glen Kila, the heir and
practitioner of native religion of Hawaii and others, were invited as lecturers and
more than 70 members attended from all over Japan. Participants leamed that
both cultures in Hawaii and the Ainu shared the view that the divine resides in
everything in the world. This is the Buddhist “Spirit of One Vehicle” that honors
nature, respects all people and encourages to help each other.
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Learning about cultures of the Ainu and native of Hawaiians
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Rev. Glen Kila in Hawaii
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Lecture by Rev. Glen Kila about the culture of
the native people of Hawaii
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Lecture by Dr. Jirota Kitahara, Associate Members talking with the Ainu people
Professor, about culture of the Ainu
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Learning about Ainu oral traditions in the village Dance of the Ainu
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General Activities
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The 2018 IARF Japan Chapter General Meeting

BDIEEREEET SREARD BRRIATSY—I NI N—T

Members paying attention eagerly Circle groups taking place
to the agenda after the General Meeting
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Youth participating eagerly and Lecture to learn about Ainu culture
giving presentations.
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Activities of members in the different regions
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Peace prayers in Hiroshima Prayer for peace at member’s house

hERE S RED—BEZEAM
Paying homage at the Ofuna kannon Visiting Itto-en in Kyoto
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At Hotoku Ninomiya Shrine Visiting Chichibu Imamiya Shrine
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IARF Asian Chapters Youth Exchange Program in India
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“Asian Chapters Youth Exchange Program” sponsored jointly by IARF Japan
Chapter and India was held in Chennai in August, 2015. Forth-seven university
students from Asian nations participated. By overcoming differences in faith,
culture and traditions, they exchanged opinions frankly and increased mutual
understanding. This program was evaluated by participants as “wonderful
opportunities of experiential leaming’”.
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Cultural Program of Japan—Singing and Dancing
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Asian Interfaith Youth Exchange Program Part 2
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In March 2016, IARF Japan Chapter held “Asian Interfaith Youth Exchange
Program Part 2” in Japan. Twenty-eight participants including Japanese and
foreign resident university students attended. Professor Kathy Matsui, the lecturer,
led them through exercises fostering consciousness and action for “peace” and
“‘the understanding of various religions.” Students deepened friendships with each
other.
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Experiencing a tea ceremony Practicing calligraphy together
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Youth activities in Japan
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Visiting a Sikh Temple in Tokyo Sharing Sikh people's hospitality
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Visiting Meiji Jingu (Shinto shrine) Leaming about history of the forest
grounds of Meiji Jingu
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At Tokyo Camii (Mosque) and Leamning about the cultures and religion

Turkish Culture Center of Islam
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Japan-Thailand Interfaith Youth Exchange Program
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In March, 2018, IARF Japan Chapter and Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies
Mahidol University (Thailand) jointly planned the Japan-Thailand Interfaith Youth Exchange
Program to provide opportunities for youth in both countries to meet and leam from each
other. Fifteen attended from Japan and Thailand and the program was a great success.
The necessary funds for the program were provided by donations from Japan Chapter
members. Enthusiasm to support youth activities has been increasing year by year.
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The By-laws of IARF Japan Chapter
Article 3 : Purpose
The organization’s purposes are to experience fundamental human
relationships, enhance mutual spirituality, attain inner peace, perfect
individual character, and contribute to world peace. This is to be
accomplished based on individual free will and responsibility, and through
various exchanges in grass-roots movements that are open to the public.
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Our Human inner Cosmos “MANDALA”
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