
 Name Provenance Topic 
1. Karen Armstrong 

Author and interfaith luminary KEYNOTE: Religious Problems and Imperatives of Our Age. 

2. Aston Walker  

Birmingham-based activist animator  
PLENARY 1 - Animation 

Animation of religion-based issues 

3. Prof. Ketei Matsui  

IARF Council member, professor at Seishin 

University 

PLENARY 1 – Animation 

Religious Values and Teachings: Promoting Nonviolent Conflict 

Transformation through Animation 

4. Shubhranshu Chaudhury Journalist. Knight International Journalism Fellow, 

founder CGNet Swara (Voice of Chhattisgarh, India) 

 

Plenary 3 -  Technology for Peacebuilding 

 

5. Helen Zhao You PhD U. Beijing, former student of Gene Reeves, 

now in a year at Oxford 

 

Boundaries of Education without Borders? 

6. Dr. Shlomo Alon IARF Council member, Israeli retired educationist,  

IARF Council member,  Board member Interfaith 

Encounter Association (Israel) 

 

Education for Pluralism & Religious Freedom in the Middle East 

7. Dr. Yehuda Stolov IARF Council member,  CEO Interfaith Encounter 

Association (Israel) 

Holy Land Peace through Interfaith Encounter –  

Digital & Human Connections 

8. Kumu Glen Kila  

 

Kumu (Religious Teacher) of Kanenuiakea,  

an indigenous Hawaiian Faith and Practice 

 

Kanenuiakea: Becoming visible in the Digital Age 

9. Dr. Jonipher Kwong Settled Minister of the First Unitarian Church of 

Honolulu 

10. Rubab Mehdi Rizvi  Chairperson, International Imam Hussain Council On the human rights struggle using United Nations instruments 

11. Bishop Angaelos  

General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 

the United Kingdom 

 

 

PLENARY 2 – Digital Utopianism 

12. Alba Fedeli  

Scholar of early Qur’anic manuscripts; PhD 

candidate, Dept. Theology & Religion, University of 

Birmingham 

 

 

Early Qur’ānic Manuscripts: Accessing Artefacts in the Digital Age 

13. Fr. Ignacio Marqués Interfaith-active Roman Catholic parish priest, 

Barcelona 

 

Importance of the face to face in the digital age 

14. Dr. Violaine Hacker  CEO, Common Good Forum Building a Web-Radio on the Common Good in a Secular and ‘Indivisible’ 

French Republic 
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15.  Dr. Harriett Crabtree  

Director of the United Kingdom’s national Inter 

Faith Network (IFN).   

 

Digital utopianism from the perspective of interfaith work 

16.  Rev. G.K. Beach Unitarian Universalist minister  

Religious Freedom and Spiritual Freedom: Partners in the Digital Age 

17.  Rosanna Smith Diplomatic officer, Office of Public Affairs of the UK 

Bahá'í Community, London 
Internet as a space for false accusations & propaganda 

18.  Jaume de Marcos Founder, Unitarian Church of Barcelona;   

Servetus scholar 

"A little light shining online”: Experiences and strategies for liberal 

religious initiatives to be visible and relevant in the digital age 

19.  Caecilia van Peski  

Senior expert in Democratization, Human Rights 

and Elections 

 

 

The Faith Factor: how unequal Elections disadvantage Religious 

Minorities 

20.  Rev. John Rex  Unitarian Universalist minister 
Cultural Intelligence, a key to right relationships 

21.  Jim Nugent American Unitarian,  UUHHS  (Unitarian 

Universalist History & Heritage Society; Dictionary 

of Unitarian & Universalist Biography (DUUB)) 

 

What Worked, What Didn't, and the Digital Future  

22.  Shubranshu Chaudhury Founder CGNet Swara, former BBC South Asia 

producer 

 

Technology for Peacebuilding 

 

23.  Dr. Kishan Manoja Director of the Office of Public Affairs, National 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 

Kingdom 

 

Advancing religious freedom – some reflections 

24.  Dr Ali Reza Bhojani Academic Committee chair,  

Al-Mahdi Institute, Birmingham 

Divine Wisdom in diversity; some notes on Qur’an 49:13  

and learning through difference 

25.  Dr. Shetha Al-Dargazelli Students Standard Manager at Al-Furqan 

Community College (Boys), Birmingham. 

 

Happiness and Religious Freedom: the Case of Muslim Women in Britain 

26.  Pastor Lawrence Adera 

Otieno 

Pastor, Flaming River Church, Kenya  

The new IARF chapter in Kenya 

27.  Rev. Székely Kinga Réka Transylvanian Unitarian minister, counsellor for 

Faith Development & Mission 

 

Why can't liberal faith become the dominant culture? 

28.  Derek McAuley Chief Officer, British Unitarians (GAUFCC) [Media Panel] 

(How best to report on religion and religious freedom in restrictive media 

environments) 
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29.  Brian Pellot Director of global strategy at Religion News Service 

(RNS) 

 

[Media Panel] 

 Reporting between religious red lines 

 

30.  Ahsan Ahmedi Regional Ameer (president) 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Association, UK 

 

[Media Panel] 

31.  Fr. Roby Kannanchira CMI Director, Chavara Cultural Centre, Kochi; Secretary, 

KCBC Dialogue & Ecumenism Commission; 

Secretary General, WFIRC World Fellowship of 

Inter-Religious Council. 

 

Digitized experience of The Divine in the Indian context 

32.  Ismael Medjoub & Victor 

Grezes 

 

University of Paris  

 

Report on 2013 World Interfaith Youth Tour  

33.  Barbara Beach Founding president of the International Women’s 

Convocation, a founder of the Unitarian 

Universalist Partner Church Council 

 

Up Close and Personal: Convening Women in a Digital Age 

34.  Pejman Khojasteh   

IARF British Chapter, secretary 

 

How to express conflicts in belief in the digital age 

35.  Prof. David Parker Edward Cadbury Professor of Theology and 

Director of the Institute for Textual Scholarship and 

Electronic Editing at the University of Birmingham 

 

The World's Oldest Bible: How technology shapes belief 

36.  Dr. Andrew Davies Deputy Director of Education, College of Arts and 

Law, University of Birmingham; 

Senior Lecturer in Biblical Interpretation 

 

[Media Panel] 

 Social Media and Religious Freedom 

37.  Prof. David Thomas Professor of Christianity and Islam; 

Nadir Dinshaw Professor of Inter-Religious 

Relations, School of Philosophy, Theology and 

Religion, University of Birmingham 

 

The history of Christian-Muslim relations:  

Can we learn anything? 

38.  Alaeddine Touhami  

AISA (International Sufi Alawiyya Association) 

 

PLENARY 2 – Digital Utopianism 

39.  Cynthia Capey Hon. Inter-Faith Consultant to  Suffolk Inter-Faith 

Resource (SIFRE) and  East of England Faiths 

Agency (EEFA) 

 

  "A lucky break and a digital dilemma". 


