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Thank you, Mme President,  

 

I speak on behalf of 21 organisations.1 

 

We welcome the High Commissioner’s Progress Report on the World Programme 

for Human Rights Education.2  We appreciate that 34 member states and 14 

National Human Rights Institutions submitted their response to the questionnaire on 

the subject. We also noted and appreciate that after the Report was made, other 

member states in addition to those 34 submitted their response or are in the process 

of doing so.
3
  

 

We encourage all governments both at national and local levels to devote 

themselves to the effective implementation of human rights education and training. 

Establishing and making best use of national focal points, strategies and plans of 

action4 are key elements to fulfil this accountability.  

 

The World Programme for Human Rights Education is an essential tool for 

implementing the UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training, a new 

normative reference for the international community. 

 

We support the conclusion in the High Commissioner’s report, and emphasise the 

need for a monitoring and evaluation process in order to maximise the long-term 
impact of human rights education. 

 

As indicated in paragraphs 56, 57 and 60 of her Report, we appreciate OHCHR for 

engaging with civil society organisations in the dissemination of the Plan of Action 

of the World Programme through civil society global networks and the 

co-production of useful materials such as a handbook for evaluating human rights 

training and a documentary film on the positive impact of human rights education. 

 

We affirm that human rights education and training in non-formal and formal 

settings benefit both young and elderly, and is a life-long process. As stipulated in 

the UN Declaration, human rights education and training empowers persons to 

enjoy and exercise their rights and to respect and uphold the rights of others.
5
 

 

Thank you, Mme President.  
 

                                                 
1 This statement reflects views of NGOs expressed in the discussions of the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and 

Learning of the Conference of NGOs (CoNGO) and Human Rights Education Associates (HREA). 
2 A/HRC/21/20 (26 June 2012). 
3 OHCHR webpage “Second phase (2010-2014) on the World Programme for Human Rights Education” 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/programme/secondphase/nationalinitiatives.htm 
4 The High Commissioner’s progress report, op.cit. note 2, Paras.8-14. 
5 In particular, Article 2, para.2 (c). 


