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South of Hebron Youth Interfaith Encounter — September 28"

Participants: 3 Jews & 4 Muslims

We met at the Swedish Theological Institute, a beautiful place in West Jerusalem.

The encounter dealt with various issues in the world of marriage from the point of
view of Judaism and Islam.

During the encounter we realized how many principles are similar in the two religions:
from the need to bring money in order for the marriage to be valid to the "ketuba" — a
detailed contract of the financial commitments of the husband in the case there is a
need for divorce.

In some issues it was interesting to see that despite the many similar points, the two
religions took different paths in things in which they were identical in the beginning.
One example is the rule that in principle a man can marry more than one wife. While
in Judaism even though it was allowed in the ancient time, various limitations were
introduced during the years, which forbid a Jewish man to marry more that one wife.
In Islam tjis rule is still valid and even practiced. Our friends explained it as socially
needed due to the fact that there are more women than men. Still they emphasized
that a man who chooses to go this way has to be able to provide for all his wives in
dignity.

We ended the encounter in relaxed atmosphere, with coffee and cigarettes. We all
enjoyed it a lot and hope things will continue to grow,

Prayer — in Judaism and Islam, January 3" 2013

Venue — Austrian Hospice, Old City of Jerusalem
Participating — 4 Jews, 3 Muslims

Prayer in Judaism:
We talked about the duty in Judaism to pray three prayers a day.

We talked about the Shabbat prayers —and their length. We mentioned the big amount of
words that are said in each of the prayers, which becomes a whole book (the "Siddur")! We
also mentioned the centrality of Jerusalem in the prayers.

Prayer in Islam:



We talked about the number of daily prayers — five. We also learned that the people are
called to the prayer by the loudspeaker of the Mosque and that there is an obligation for
those who hear the call. The Muslim prayer has fewer words but more preparations: many
parts of the body need to be washed (compared with the hands only in Judaism).

We saw that in the end of both the Jewish prayer and the Muslim prayer —there is a
movement of salutation to the right and to the left, which symbolizes in Judaism the fare
well from God and in Islam saying goodbye to the angels.
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