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The Next World and End of Days

The encounter of May 31* was held in relatively small group, since the previous
encounter was cancelled due to problem in the issuing of entry permits. We met near
Damascus Gate with 4 Israelis and 3 Palestinians.

We dedicated the encounter to discussing the next world and the end of days in
Judaism and Islam. The Muslims stared in describing the next world — where does
human go to after death and how will the world run in the end of days. Then they tried
to explain what motivates religion to talk about the next world, and why is it so
important for man to know about life after death. At this stage a fundamental
discussion arose about the relations between what religion says and a person's
personal thoughts. Not all present identified with the perception as presented, and
some wanted to stress that the main thing is to be good in this world and less where
the person goes after death.

Later on the Jews presented the world view ad manifested in the perception of
Maimonides. We talked about the essential sanctity that exists in this world and the
subordination of the next world to this sanctity. The next world is merely the
preservation of the achievements of the person in this world. At this point the famous
Mishna was mentioned — "today to perform them and tomorrow to receive their
payment". This world is a world of action and the human is commanded to work for
it. Also the words of Antigonos of Sokho were mentioned — "don't be as servants who
serve their master for the reward but be as servants who serve their master not for the
reward". The commandments have to be observed not in order to gain the next world
but because they are the right deeds to do.

During the conversation we discovered some points of overlap between the religions
but also many points that are different.
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